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| Tint September 11. 


Ir two o'clock, P. M. Brother Mats: D 

to appointment, preached the introductory Ser- 

mon, from Rev. i. 16. And he had in his right hand ſeven 

ftars ; and out of his mouth went a ſburp tao-edged ſword. 

2. After public worſhip, choſe Brother Noah Alden, 
Moderator, and Brother Joſeph Grafton, Clerk.. 

. Read the letters from the ſeveral churches, and 
took the following account of the members who have been 
added, diſmiſſed, excluded, or who have died the paſt year, 
and the whole number in each church. 


N. B. Churches with this mark“ we had no informa- 


tion from. Miniſters' names in Hlalic le. Thofe with this 


mark were not preſent. A Daſti denotes no 
ſettled miniſter, | | 
Sell = 
1 FIS FI 5 
Churches. Meſengers 8 5 O I 5 
1ſt. Boſton, + Sent Stillman, \| 24| 1 | 3] 269 
. Peter P. Roots, © 
2d. Boſton, + Thomas Balduin, 26 | 149 
Bellingham, Noah Alden, i| | 2] 8 
| David Cooke, a 
Haverhill, + Hezehiah Smith, 234 | | 1] 178. 
Jeremish 3 „ | 
* Warren, . | 57 
ik. Middieboro) , Tſaat Bachus, | | 2 | 31 107 
Samuel Nelſon, 21 | | 
20, Middleboro' » Ebenezer Hinds, | | 35 30 
Peter Hoer, es, LN HE 
3d. Middleboro', ß, | 1 I 94. 
JOE | + David Rathbun, } 11 110 
a 5 Deacon Streetor, 8 | 
David Brown, | | | | 
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2 OK —_ | Nod s 
Churches, Meſſengers. FFII 4 
1 N 
Leverett, Simeon Combe, 2 8 3 51 
BY F Samuel Bigelow, | 194 * 
Royalſton, Moſes Kenny, | 14] x] 1] 1 | 145 
: Jacob Eatty, | | FE 
Peter Ripley, | n 
Richmond, I ſaae Kenny, | Gi] 2] x] 1 161 


Marten Ellis, E | 
Elnathan Jacobs, LEY 1 . 


Wrentham, William W ior, F 1 ö 35 
South-Brimfield, Elijah Codding, | 81912 161 
Attleborough, Abner Lewit, 61 1 2 75 


"4 85 Wooditock, Samuel Webſter, 2 51 x 
| Jacob Leonard, 


I 

3 
Wilbraham, Seth Clark, 14 62 7 5 4\ 235 
Chelmsford, 3 John Pecken, 1 1 2 


Wi an Dana, |} 


| Nath. Hutchenſon, 3 

Barnſtable, Enoch Eldridge, 34 I 47 
New-Salem, John Chamberlain, 1 44 
Leiceſter, Nathan Dana, | 1421 49 

| Samuel Parker, n f 
* Freetown — — 1 
* Mcdfield, Edward Clark, 1 "| 6z 
"att 8 2 2} 7 
Harvard, Tſaiah Parker, | 11 130 

Tobah Willd... 1 1. {1 

EL | 5 Willard, 1 
Newton, ſeph Grafton, ; a | 1 93 


Daniel Oakes, . | 8 
Salem (N. H.) + Samuel Fletcher, | 41 1 l 
e Jonathan Meſſy, r 


7 


| Joſ. Nehntäon, 


Northbridge, 25 
Cambridge, + Thomas ( Green, 1 x 
gh Deacon Davis, 
Parker Emmerſon, 1 | 0 
Aſhburnham, | .n3 1.68 
Providence, . Marcy, „ | 12] 3 1} 21 165 
* Glouceſter, Jari W 1-14 117 8 


| e 1 


131 


| F IIe ee 
Churches. Meſſengers. II I | . 
[nN 

Sturbridgge, Deacon Fiſk, {| 3 2; 1 2| 76 
5 ledſſe Carpenter, n 

Templeton, Joel Fletcher, | 19] 3 79 
by Daniel Norcroſs, | | 

' New- Rowley, Abiſhai Croſman, | 21] | | 99 


Ifrael Porter, | 
be Enoch Little, PERF | 
Bridgewater, George Robinfon, | 3 | | i} 42 
e „ Nehe. Howard, I 
Ephraim Willis, | 


Weſton, Samuel Trair, 1 I 1 
Carver, | | n Tripp, 2 3 I 26 
Hollis, Samuel Taylor, 6 | | 20 
155 | 


ws Will. Butterfield, | [III. 
Marſhfield, Foſeph Butterfield, 2 3 


Total, [350!50 23 4313556 


N. B. The laſt 3 church was We this 
ſeſſion. | 


4. Adjourned il 8 0 nk to-morrow morning, 


Sermon in the evening by Brother Pecken, from 
1 Thefl. i. 5. 


Webnzsbar, Sept 1 
Met e e to adjournment. 6 


Received minutes from the Philadelphia Aﬀſoeia- 
this 2 letter and minutes from the Charleſton Aſſociation; 
1 the Woodſtock Aſſociation, a letter, but no minutes; 
from the Vermont, letter and minutes, by the hand of 
Brother Bailey, their meſſenger ; a letter from the New- 
Hampſhire Aſſociation ; a letter and minutes from the 
Baptiſt General Committee of Virginia; a letter and 
minutes from the Shafiſbury Aſſociation, by the hand of 
Brother Moffitt, their meſſenger ; a letter from the Bow- 
doinham Afociation : alſo minutes from the Sroozogten 
Aſſociation, | 


6. Read, 


NY OY 


bs. 


6. Read, and approved the circular 150 prepared by | 
Brother Baldwin. Alſo, © | 


The correſponding letter, Prepared by Brother 


Grafion, was read, and approved. 


8. The church in Colerain, finding i it more convenient 
to meet with the Shaftſbury Aſſociation, requeſted to be 
diſmiſſed for that purpoſe 3 ; Voted, to grant their requeſt. 


| The church in Rehoboth, and Southington, hav- 
Mes; for a number of years, neglected ſending either letter 
or meſſengers to the Aſſociation; Voted, that we conſider 
them as not belonging to this body. 


. 10. The firſt Baptiſt church in Newport, at their r re- 
queſt, is left out of the minutes, | 


11. A Quere. Whether the judgment, or refalt of 
an eceleſiaſtical council, is more than adviſory ?. n 
unanimouſly i in the negative. 


12. After converſation upon the difficulties which ſub- 
fiſt between the firft and fecond church in — = 
adviſed them to a mutual conference. | 


13. Entred upon buſineſs relative to the education fund. 
The VIIth. article, © Which confines the education of all 
thoſe who ſhall receive affiſtance from this inſtitution, to 
Rhode-Ifland College,” was objected to, by the church at 
Newton. After a en and deliberate converſation upon 
the point, 


Voted, that the vine. article *. the 2 Aneta 
Jund be etazed. 


14. Praceeded to the choice of Troftees : e | 
to the plan introduced the laſt year, So many of the | 
Bapriſt Fellows of Rhode-Ifland College, who are mem- 
bers of .churches, ſhall be Truſtees of this charity ; the 
remaining number ſhall be elected (by ballot) by the War- 
ren Aſſociation.“ Of this deſeription were five, viz. 
Doctor Stillman, Mefſrs, Hezekiah Smith, William Wil 
liams, Jonathan Maxcy, and Robert Rogers. The re- 
maining, ſeven were "_ by the Aſſociation, and are a8 

| follows : 


ou 


fellows : Meſſys. Iſaze Backus, Joſeph Grafton, Noch 
Alden, Thomas Baldwin, Thomas Green, George Robin- 
fon, and Tfaiah Parker. _ 


15. Voted, that Dr. 1 Mr. eee Mr. Bald- 
win, Mr, Greta, and Mr. Grafton, be a committee to 

whom any perfons, or churches, aggrieved, by being taxed 
to other denominations, may apply for advice. Met 


16. Received and read a letter, ſigned by ſeven re- 
ſpeQable Miniſters, belonging to the Shaftſbury and Ver- 
mont Afociations, containing“ A propoſal for a General 
Committee, to be compoſed of delegates ſent from each 
Baptiſt Aſſociation in New-England ; and if this Aﬀo- 
ciation ſhould approve the propoſition, they may appoint 
the time and place for their firſt meeting. It is ſuppoſed 
that ſuch a committee would ſave much riding and expenſe 
to all the Aſſociations; for it would ſuperſede the neceſ- 
ſity of ſending meſſengers from one Aſſociation to another; 
and would be a place of general information and commit 
nication,” Eſpecially, it would be a great mean of col- 
lecting materials for the Baprift Annual Regiſter, publiſhing. 

by Dr. Rippon. From theſe conliderations, and others 
that might be mentioned, which we view as tending great- 
ly to promote religious knowledge; Voted, that this Aſ- 
ſociation, approve the propoſal for àa General Committee - 
And that the Town of Adams, in this Commonwealth, be- 
the place, and the laſt Wedneſday in June, 1793, the time 
of their firſt meeting. Alſo Voted, That our Brethren 
Iſaac Backus and Joſeph Grafton be our delegates to the 
General Committee. 


- 4% Appointed our Brother Peter P. Roots meſſenger 
to the Philadelphia Aſſociation; Moſes Kenny and Abel 
Wood to the Woodſtock bon; - Hezckiah Smith, 
Abiſhai Croſmanz and Samuel Fletcher, to the New-Hamp- 
ire Aſſociation : Abner Lewis and Joſeph Grafton to 
the Stonington. Iſaac Kenny and Nathan Dana to the 
Shaftſbury : To the Vermont, Samuel Webiter and Na- 
than 192280 5 | 


. 1 SUPPLIES- 


2 . 
— * 
* tad 


E 
Anne 
Mr. Alden, ad.  Lord's-day in April. 


| Sonic, - Mr. Dana, laſt in May. 


Mr. Nelſon, 2d. in June. 


1 | CMr. Kenny, ad. November. 
Hollis. © Mr. Croſman, laſt do. 
EY Mr. Combe, iſt. in May. 
Mr. Butterfield, laſt do. 


Mr. Eben. Nelſon, iſt. in Okobet; 


Mr. Lewis, iſt. in November. 


Weſton, | Mr. Robinſon, 2d. in April. 


Mr. Alden, iſt. in May. 
Mr. Snow, 3d. in June. 


Shrewſbury; Mr. Snow; 1ſt. in May. 


18. Appointed Brother Matey to write the circular 
letter for next year. 


109. Voted to hold our next Aﬀoclitios' at Acids 6 


the Tueſday after the firſt Wedneſday in September, 1793, 
Brother Green to preach; and if he fails, Brother Baldwin. 


| Concluded by prayer. | 
Sermon in the. afternoon by Brother Robinſon ; and | 


: one in the W by ile Roots. 


8 A 10 


CIRCULAR 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


9 Dani BrLoved, 


HE great Head of the Church is edits openin 
his kind deſigns of love to his choſen people: ang 
ove he may ſome times ſeem to frown, and hide 155 
face from them, it may be with a deſign to try the ſtrength 
of their faith, and prove the loyalty of their affection to 
him. This promiſe will always remain as a pledge of di- 
vine love, that © All things work together for good to 
them who love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpoſe.” This we ought firmly to believe, what- 
ever difficulties may appear in the way of its accompliſh- 
ment. But we are exceeding apt to miſconſtrue the di- 
vine conduct, not clearly diſcerning the various methods, 
by which God will accompliſh thoſe purpoſes, which re- 
ſpect his own glory, and the beſt good of his people. 


When we indulge our reflections u 12 the preſent ſtate 
of our churches, they cannot fail of affording a rational 
ground of joy ; this joy will iſſue in a proper humility. 


You will permit us to remind you of the importance of 
our being agreed in dofrine and practice. This was one 
chief object in our firſt forming aſſociations ; and we have 
reaſon to believe that theſe annual conferences have been 
greatly bleſſed to that purpoſe : but we muſt be watchful 
and diligent, or our glory will depart from us. We are 
taught, by the word of God, that there will be a de- 
parture from the faith ; and that many will give beed to 
ſeducing ſpirits ; and that the way of truth will be evil 
ſpoken. of. Error in different ways will make its appear- 
| ance, and attack the church of God. 


The time has been, when thoſe who were unfriendly to 
our churches have endeavoured to repreſent us as hetero- 
dox in our principles, and vicious in eur practice. But 
bleſſed de God, through divine grace, we have * 1 

abled, 


- 'E * 
; FD | 
1 * : 


abled, by a ſteady perſeverance in the doctriue of Chrift, 
to put to ſilence thoſe gainſayers, and in ſome degree to 
Rap the mouth of flander and detraQtion. But, brethren, 
ve muſt not put off our armour, and forget that we are in 
an enemy's land. We are by no means out of danger 
we have to Wreſtle againſt prancipalities and powers, 
againſt the rulers of. the darkneſs of this world, againſt 
ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places.” We are called to 
„ Contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints;“ and if we adhere cloſcly to the diſcriminating 
doctrine of the Croſs, and the peculiar ordinances of the 
Goſpel, as they were firſt inſtituted and delivered to the 
church, we may expoſe ourſelves to the cenſure of ſome ay 
being ſuperſtitious. | i Fg go | + 5g 1 or ; eee 
The ſpirit of the times, in which we live, is a tolerant, 
accommodating ſpirit; and complains but little of what 
men believe, in caſe they lead inoffenſive lives. But are the 
priaciples of our holy Religion to be trifled with ? ſurely 
no. | If a man believes in the Koran of Mabomet, and is a 
good member of civil ſociety, you will treat him as ſuch ; 
but are you to conſider or treat him as a chrittian ? It 
cannot be fuppoſed, If another believes in Natural religion, 


and denies the Chriſtian revelation, the exerciſe of the 


moſt profuſe charity does not require you to receive him 

as a ehriſtian, let his life be as it may. Theſe are plain 

caſes ; but there are others which are more difficult: there 
are many who profeſs to be the friends of Chriſtianity, and 
yet {trip Chritt of his eternal Deity, and rob him of the 
brighteſt gem in his Crown! But we have not ſo learned 
Chriſt ;”” we cannot, we dare not give this point up; to 
us it is important! We have reſted our ſalvation on Chriſt, 
aot as a man, nor a created being, though of the higheſt 
order; but as being very Gov, and co-cternal with the 
Father ! It would be robbery, and even blaſphemy, for 
the firſt Archangel to claim equality with God. And if 
the bleſſed Jeſus was not poſſeſſed of real and proper Deity, 
the Jews were right in ſaying that he blaſphemed, in that 

he, being a man, made himſelf God. This ſentiment lies 
at the foundation of the Chriitian ſcheme, and incorporates 


itsſelf with the whole of the ſyſtem, _ We 
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We are happy to find that our brethren in hi and our 


fifter Aſſociations, throughout this vaſt Continent, appear to 


be ſound in this very important article of our faith. Let 
us watch againſt all corruption in doctrine, and not give up 
a little here, and a little there, until we have not enough 
left to be worth contending for. Let us be careful that 
every ſentiment that we believe, correſponds with the genu- 
ine ſpirit of the Bible ; this we have adopted as our only 
rule of faith and practice. | | 


Von will permit us further to obſerve, that the pgſtive 
en/litutions of. Chriſt are few, plain, and ſignificant ; and 
faint Paul commended his brethren for keeping the ordj- 
nances as they were delivered unto them; but when they 
mutilated one of them, he aſks, what ſhall I fay to yo 
ſhall I praiſe you in this? I praiſe you not ; * and he im- 
mediately had recourſe to the original inſtitution; to eſtab- 


lich his reproof. This was a direct way to convid their 


conſciences, and no doubt ſerved a much better purpoſe 
than many conſequences drawn from human arguments. 
But, Brethren, we muſt not ſtop here; we muſt add to 
our faith virtue, if our ſentiments be ſound, and our exer- 
nal conformity to the rituals of Religion be exact. If ſu- 
preme love 40 God does not rule in our hearts, glow in our 
affeRions, and have a commanding influence upon, our lives 
and tempers, our religion will appear to all around us to be 
no more than an empty name. May we then cultivate 
every moral and ſocial virtue, and endeavour to be uniform 
in our profeſſion and practice: If this be not the caſe, we 
ſhall reproach that cauſe which ought to be dearer to us 
than life. , | : 


By Order of the Aſſiciation: 


* 


' NOAH ALDEN, Moderator. 
JOSEPH GRAFTON, Curt. 


* Cor. Xl, 22. 90 


